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St. Gregory Barbarigo School

Parent Date Night

February 13th from 6 to 9pm

Third Quarter Dates

March 1st - 7th
2nd - XSTREAM
6th - FFF Mass at 8am

March 8th - 14th
8th - Daylight Saving Time begins
11th - 3rd Quarter Ends
12th - No School/No SACC (PD for teachers)
13th - No School/No SACC (PD for teachers)
          Pasta Bar from 5 to 7pm

Jan. 12th - 18th
18th - Bitty Ball (K-2)

Jan. 19th - 25th
20th - No School/No SACC
22nd - Spelling Bee at 9am
23rd - 3rd Grade Day in Lunchroom
25th - Bitty Ball (K-2)

Jan. 26th - Feb. 1st Catholic Schools Week
26th - Chris Cakes from 8:30am to Noon
           FFF Mass at 10:30am
27th - FFF Trivia at 8:05am
28th - Mugs in the Morning 7:25am
           Class Pictures (Preschool T/TH)
29th - Class Pictures (Preschool MWF & K-8)
31st - K-8 CSW Field Trips
          Mommy/Son Date Knight
Feb. 1st - Bitty Ball (K-2)

Feb. 2nd - 8th
3rd - XSTREAM
6th - Midterm
7th - FFF Mass
8th - Bitty Ball (K-2)

Feb. 9th - 15th
12th - Preschool Valentine’s Day Party at 9:15am
          4th-8th Grade Conferences from 3:15 to 6pm
13th - K-8 Valentine’s Day Parties at 1:30
          Parent Date Night at 6 to 9pm
14th - No School/No SACC (PD for teachers)

Feb. 17th - 22nd
17th - No School/No SACC
19th - Yearbook Retreat
20th - 2nd Grade Day in lunchroom

Feb. 23rd - 29th
25th - Preschool, Muffins w/Mom
26th - FFF Mass for Ash Wednesday at 8am
27th - Falcon Musical Showcase at 5:30pm

Chris Cakes 
Professional 

Development 
Fundraiser

Jan. 26th from 
8:30am to noon

Pasta Bar and 
Bingo 

Fundraiser for 
Shoes for 

Orphan Souls

March 13th 
from 5 to 7pm

https://stgregorysschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StGregorysMaryville/
https://twitter.com/stgregoryfalcon?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/stgregorysmaryville/
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Happy New Year!  I hope each of you had a relaxing and rejuvenating Christmas with family and friends.  
We are halfway through the school year!  Wow!  Didn’t we just start school last week? 

        January is a month of celebrations.  Not only do we celebrate Epiphany and the Baptism of Jesus, but we 
also celebrate Catholic Schools Week (January 26-31).  The theme this year is Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed.  Our 
celebration will begin with an All School Mass on Sunday, January 26th at the 10:30am. Chris Cakes will be 
serving pancakes that morning from 8:30am-Noon in the Parish Hall.  Keep your eye out in the weekly eblast 
for the activities and spirit days for this week.

I continue to be humbled by your gifts of Stewardship to our St. Gregory School Community.  Thanks to 
the members of the maintenance committee and others from the parish and school who have helped, 
especially with snow and ice removal, while Tom Spire has been recovering from his shoulder surgery. Thank 
you, Phil Smail, Leo Starke, Ray Schieber, Owen Graham, Matt Graham, and Deb Henggeler!  Your 
volunteer work has helped to keep our sidewalks and walkways safe for all.

The NFL Football Raffle finished up in December.  Sarah & JR Kurz have been chairing this PTO 
fundraiser for many years. It routinely makes between $12,000-$15,000 for our school. This is a huge fundraiser 
for PTO which allows us to keep current on technology upgrades among other items.  It may go unnoticed as 
the big push to sell tickets happens in the fall, but Sarah & JR continue to do the work on this fundraiser through 
to December each year. Thank you Kurz family for your efforts and sacrifice!

A big THANK YOU to all our volunteers and especially those who help in the lunchroom each day.  Thank 
you for serving our school! Thanks to Margaret Branner for organizing this group as part of her duties as PTO 
Volunteer chairperson.  I know the accolades are few, but know your help in serving lunches keeps our costs 
down. Margaret also helps to organize the schedule for our weekly library volunteers for K-4.

A special thanks to April Graham and Susan Long who continue to keep our SCRIP program running, 
and Sue Seipel who schedules those who sell SCRIP after Masses.  If you use SCRIP, you know how much this 
can save you on your tuition when you are in the habit of purchasing SCRIP cards each week. Once again, these 
ladies keep this going throughout the year without any fanfare, and we all enjoy the fruits of their labor through 
reduced tuition and money SCRIP gives away to various ministries in the church and school.

In no way have I even begun to list all the people who volunteer for our school.  There are so many of 
you who do little things, often unnoticed.  God knows who you are, and my prayer is for you to be blessed in 
abundance for your unseen generosity.

May God Bless you and your family in a special way in 2020!  
Susan

Note from the principal...
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Mommy/Son Date Knight
Friday, January 31st 

Calling all Moms & Boys!  You are invited to PTO's 
Knight event from 6-8:30pm in the gym.  There will 
be refreshments, medieval games, Slay the Dragon & 
photos.  Cost is $30/couple & $5 per additional child.  

Payment can be made with cash, check at the event or 
you may pay online with your credit card by clicking 
the knight to the right!  RSVP via the Facebook Event 

invitation.

The 4th-8th grade conferences will take place the afternoon of 
Wednesday, February 12th, from 3:15pm-6pm in the gym.  

Midterms will be given to parents at the conference, and students 
are required to be in attendance at these conferences.  All teachers 

will be available for conferences including Music, Band, 
Technology and Physical Education.  Those teachers will be 

working in their classrooms.  We ask that you conference with your 
child’s homeroom teacher, and unless you have concerns about 

your child’s grade in another subject, you do not need to meet with 
his/her other teachers.  Please allow approximately 10 minutes for 
the conference.  If you feel more time is needed, please schedule a 

meeting with the teacher for a later date.

4th-8th Conferences

https://stgregorysschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StGregorysMaryville/
https://twitter.com/stgregoryfalcon?lang=en
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Falcon Alerts
Sign up for FALCON ALERTS and get 

important information about St. 
Gregory’s School sent as text 

messages directly to your mobile 
phone, wireless PDA or pager. You 

can find the link on our school 
website under the ‘Welcome’ tab and 

then go to FALCON ALERT. If you 
would like to be added to athletic 
alerts, please go to welcome tab 

again and click on sign up for falcon 
alerts and then click on update 

message preferences.

Parent Survey

Dear St. Gregory School Parents,
Our school is always trying to improve its ability to serve our mission.  As part of the improvement process, we 
annually collect survey data from our stakeholder groups (parents, staff, and students).  Your opinion about 
the performance of our school is important to us and so we ask that you click on the link below and take the 
time to complete this important survey.  

The survey was designed by AdvancEd, our accreditation association, that serves public and non-public 
schools.  Without the following mental modifications, some of the questions will be difficult to answer as it is 
more geared toward public schools.

Some items on the survey use  'school leadership'.  When you see 'school leadership', you should think of the 
principal or director.  Some items use 'school governing body'.  When you see 'school governing body', you 
should think of the 'Pastor and Principal/Director' as a team. 

Thanks for giving your time in completing this important survey. 
Susan

Parent Link
https://eprovesurveys.advanc-ed.org/surveys/#/action/126050/p1889  
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What is XSTREAM?
The XSTREAM program is a 6th-8th grade after 
school program that meets once a month and 
participates in some kind of X-tra STEM based 

activity.  XSTREAM is an anagram representing the 
wide variety of activities that take place during 

XSTREAM meetings. 

XSTREAM Update
XSTREAM stands for
X - all kinds of eXtras

S - Science
T - Technology 

R - Recreation, Religion, Robotics, Reading
E - Engineering

A - Art
M - Math

Wacky Webs
In October, students worked in groups to make streamer webs.  They had to meet certain parameters!  

Unbeknownst to the students upon completion they had to try to crawl through their webs without 
knocking them down.
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XSTREAM Update Continued...

XSTREAM Christmas
Minute to Win It games and construction were the  themes of 

the December XSTREAM!  The students worked on their 
engineering skills while creating their own gingerbread 

houses.  They enjoyed snacking on their houses too!

Cardboard Creations
In November, students made cardboard creatures that had to solve a problem and had a movie part.  
After completing their creation students made a video using FlipGrid.  They were then able to watch 

each other’s videos.
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Parent Date Night is set for Thursday, 
February 13th, 2020 from 6 to 9pm.  

Don’t worry, we don’t have school the next day so it’s okay if 
your kids stay up a little later than usual!

This event is open to all St. Gregory school students and their siblings.  We will be providing 
supper, snacks, and activities.  Supper will be hot dogs, chips, etc.  If your child is too young to 
have the supper we are providing, please make sure that you bring food for them the night of 

the event.  

We will end our night by watching movies.  We will be showing Moana for the younger 
children, and Teen Beach Movie for the older children.  Please have your child arrive in pajamas 
and bring a blanket and pillow so they can snuggle down while they wait for you to pick them 

up by 9 pm.

This is a fundraiser for Falcon Faith Families.  We are planning on using the money raised to 
help purchase our Falcon Faith Family t-shirts next year.  The Student Ambassadors and Student 

Assistants along with several teachers and other adults will be supervising this event.

The cost for the evening will be $15 per child.  The money will be collected as you drop off your 
child the night of the event, or you can pay in advance using the following website or click on 

the sun in the corner:  http://one.bidpal.net/parentnightout

Register online at the following website or on the blue registration button:  
https://forms.gle/qssQTDXXsEQ98FsD8

If you have questions please contact:  
Mrs. Casteel at jcasteel@stgregorysschool.org
Mrs. Gastler at agastler@stgregorysschool.org

https://stgregorysschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StGregorysMaryville/
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Mrs. Bostwick’s Preschool Class
We have jumped right back into the swing of things in 

preschool! Our theme for the month is Winter, so we are 
learning about snow and ice, seasons, snowmen, how to dress 
for the weather, and polar animals. You can see some of the fun 
we’ve had through play and discovery: writing winter words, 
fishing for letter ice cubes, measuring and counting games on 
the Promethean board, pretending with hot cocoa and family 
meals during centers, painting with watercolor ice cubes, 
building igloos, and experimenting with melting ice. Preschool 
is a fun place to be!

We also had specials visitors, Marti and Gary Hawkins, 
from Amy’s Story. They are a non-profit dedicated to honoring 
their daughter by sharing her love of books with 
pre-kindergarten kids. Each student was given 3-6 quality 
books, along with headphones and a player to listen to each 
story. We loved having them here and are so thankful!
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Mrs. Barber and Mrs. Oliver’s
Preschool “Littles”

Our kiddos sure were excited for the first snowfall (and “Snow Day”) of the 2020 year! We 
asked our friends what their favorite thing to do in the snow was, and we just had to share their 

fun and energetic responses! 

Benjamin “play on a snow day” Khloe “go sledding”

Carsyn “build a snowman” Layla “make snow angels”

Carter “throw snowballs at Dad while he 
scoops with shovel”

Lincoln “throw snowballs at my 
dad”

Charleigh “make snow angels” Luke “throw some snowballs”

Claire “go sledding” Maggie S. “my grandpa pushes me in 
the snow on the ice”

Colin “throw snowballs at my daddy” Maggie T. “play in it and throw 
snowballs on your tummy”

Cora “go fighting with snowballs” McKenna “throw snowballs at Mom”

Elizabeth “sled” Owen “throw snowballs while 
Daddy is scooping the snow 
off the road so Mommy can 
get in”

Ellie “knock my dad down in the snow” Regan “make snowmans”

Elliott “make a snowman” River “sled”

Henry “go sledding with Connor and Stella. 
And we hit the fence and eat lunch 
with my family”

Sawyer “went sledding and slipped”

Janina “make snow angels” Scarlett “go sledding really fast”
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During the month of December our class partnered 
with second grade to provide a bake sale for our 

Advent service project.  Thanks to our WONDERFUL 
families who donated all of the goodies, we made 
over $300 that was then donated to Toys for Tots! 

All items were sold for 50￠.

K
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  Our Gifts to Jesus
Ryleigh  My gift to Jesus is my horse 
with wings and my Lovies.  I want to 
give Jesus my horse and Lovies 
because they can keep Him safe.

Katherine  My gift to Jesus is my blue 
blanket.  I want to give Jesus my blue 
blanket because He can wrap-up in it.

Brinley  My gift to Jesus is my 
mermaid.  I want to give Jesus my 
mermaid because Jesus can cuddle 
with it.

Landon  My gift to Jesus is my dog.  I 
want to give Jesus my dog because He 
can sleep with it.

Torri  My gift to Jesus is my blanket.  I 
want to give Jesus my blanket 
because He can rest His head on it.

Easton  My gift to Jesus is my rabbit.  
I want to give Jesus my rabbit because 
He can play with it.

Marleigh  My gift to Jesus is my 
teddy.  I want to give Jesus my teddy 
because she is sweet.

Patrick  My gift to Jesus is my 
blanket.  I want to give Jesus my 
blanket because Jesus might get cold.
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Second Graders Make First Reconciliation
Second graders were blessed to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in November.

Here are their thoughts on why it is important to them.
Dominic: It’s good for God to forgive me.

Rowen: I’m saying sorry to God.
Braxten: Because I don’t like sins.

Ryker: I’m saying sorry to God.
Beckett: Because I did a lot of bad things in life and I want to be forgiven.

Chloe: It is a Sacrament and I got to know more about God and Jesus.
Vilhelmina: It made me happy and because I got to start all over again.

Kody: I cleared out my sins.
Cole: It was important because God forgave my sins.

Raelyn: Jesus forgave my sins.
Emma: I could ask God for forgiveness.

Branson: I like Jesus and God.
Rylee: I told all my sins.

Ryver: I got to tell Father Albert what sins I had.

The Third Grade Class
We are so excited to begin the second half of the school year. We have been 

working hard to push ourselves, and help encourage one another each day. This 
upcoming semester we are excited to learn about fossils, complete challenging 

writing prompts, and also focus on a geography unit through reading and sending 
out our own Flat Stanley’s. Another exciting task we are excited about is learning to 

serve at Mass. The students have been learning two by twos and are doing 
fantastic. As a class we are ready for all the adventures to come during the rest of 

this busy last half of the school year!
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Fifth Grade
The students spent most of 3rd quarter with Mrs. Elaine Plackemeier while 

Mrs. Hall was on maternity leave. Wow did she keep them busy! 

                                                                   Some of the students highlights were…

                                                       -Learning a dance about the digestive system
                                                       -Making a gift basket for Mrs. Klaas
                                                       -The digestive system experiment

                                                     -The school Christmas dance
                                                      -Decorating the classroom for Christmas

                                                 - “She made learning fun!”

Fourth Grade
It’s hard to believe that we have made it through 

half of the school year already. In fourth grade, things 
won’t be slowing down as we have a lot of exciting 
things coming up. Catholic Schools Week, a trip to the 
School of Economics, learning about the history of the 
Show-Me State, and a D.A.R.E. bowling party are a few 
of the things we have to look forward to.  

Recap from the first semester
● Learned to pray the 

Rosary
● Finished D.A.R.E.
● Have been the 

leaders of weekly 
Mass

● Used needles and 
thread to sew our 
own Christmas 
stockings

● Built electric circuits
● Named all 50 states 
● Read Charlotte’s Web
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6th Grade
What an amazing first semester! Highlights 
include Jack and his fabulous haircut, digging 
deeper into learning about God’s saving power, 
creating cuneiforms (one of the earliest forms of 
writing), book reports, 20% projects, discovering 
what are “appositives,” and so much more.  
Honestly, the best part has been watching the 
students grow.  This 6th grade class is full of life 
and kindness.   They work hard, laugh often, and 
are always learning.  Be proud of them.  I am 
confident the Spring semester will be just as 
amazing.   

As we look ahead, we will continue to journey 
through time and explore Ancient Civilizations.  
Also, the students will spend a lot of time learning 
about economics and life skills.  Our future is 
bright with these kids at the helm. 

Seventh Grade
The seventh graders had a great first semester 
that kept us busy with many new adventures! 
Along with the 8th graders, they did service 

projects to raise money to sponsor children at 
Christmas! It was great to see them work together 

to help others! I admire their hard work and 
compassion for others!

As a class, the students worked in pairs to create games 
depicting events from some of our novels. This semester 

we look forward to creating terrariums with our next novel 
and planning our class trip with the 8th grade!
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● Read Across Five Aprils & A Christmas Carol 
and mastered more math skills

● Started reading and gearing up for our 8th 
grade play

● Graduated from the D.A.R.E. 
program…celebrated with pizza and 
watched Jumanji at The Hangar

● Presented the Veteran’s Day program at 
school & participated in the NWMSU 
Veterans recognition day activities

● Focused on Kindness & Advent activities by 
doing random acts of kindness around our 
school & volunteering for various service 
projects

● Proudly continued to lead our Falcon Faith 
Families

8th Grade Highlights

I know that was you God! 
...Thank you!
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PE
Wow, how time flies! The students spent most of 2nd quarter with Mr. V due to 

Mrs. Braymen being on Maternity leave.  From the sounds of it, Mr. V made them 
work super hard.  Some of the classes got the opportunity to use heart rate 
monitors during class. They used them to record their resting heart rates as well as 
their heart rate during activities.

This quarter will be a busy one for sure! We are completing our Fitnessgram 
testing this week with 3rd-8th graders. Then comes our racquet unit which includes 
badminton, pickleball, and tennis. 

Athletics
Before Christmas Break the 7th/8th grade basketball players finished up great 

seasons.  The boys went undefeated this year! Our 5th/6th grade boys and girls 
basketball seasons have just begun and we wish them best of luck.

Calling all 7th/8th grade Track Athletes...practice will begin on March 9th. See 
Mrs. Braymen if you have any questions or want to make sure your sports physical 
is up to date.

Technology
Kindergarten and First grade continued to work on mouse practice at the beginning of second quarter.  To help 
both classes and second grade get ready to code, the students played Robot Turtles.  Robot Turtles is a game 

that teaches the basics of coding to younger students.

To help second through seventh graders prepare to code the students worked on various logic puzzles and 
solving riddles.  The students were able to solve most of the riddles and had fun doing it.

At the beginning of second quarter, the fifth through seventh graders worked on their photography skills prior 
to coding.  Later in the quarter, the seventh graders got a chance to work on their art skills within technology by 

making pixel art.

The eighth graders continue to work hard on the yearbook.  They are getting many great photos!

Below you can click on the letter or number corresponding to your child’s grade and they can log onto code.org 
to work on their coding skills.  Kindergartners may do this now, however, I ask the first through seventh graders 

to wait until we’re done paired coding.

https://stgregorysschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StGregorysMaryville/
https://twitter.com/stgregoryfalcon?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/stgregorysmaryville/
https://studio.code.org/sections/FBFVQT
https://studio.code.org/sections/RQLVFK
https://studio.code.org/sections/WQGFWG
https://studio.code.org/sections/FQBLKR
https://studio.code.org/sections/LHDLWN
https://studio.code.org/sections/KNGWBQ
https://studio.code.org/sections/ZHJGWG
https://studio.code.org/sections/BNFSHH


St. Gregory Barbarigo School

Upcoming Performances:
2/15 - Junior High Music Festival 
(NWMSU) [6th-8th band & vocal 

students]

2/27 - Falcon Music Showcase 
[2nd-8th grade vocal & instrumental]

Music & Band 
Our music and band classes spent most of 2nd quarter preparing for our school Christmas 
Concert.  The students did a great job.  Thanks to MHS for letting us use their auditorium and 
especially to Kylee Smith and Jacqui Conn for running the sound booth.

Congratulations!
Bea (8th) was 
selected as a 

member of the 
All-District Band.

 Junior High Music Festival
Saturday, February 15th at NWMSU will 
be a solo and ensemble music festival for 
band and vocal students in 6th-8th grade.  
Contact Mrs. Dropinski for more details.

 Falcon Musical Showcase
Thursday, February 27th will be our first 

annual Falcon Musical Showcase at 
5:30pm.  Students in grades 2-8 are 
invited to prepare solo or small group 
songs, vocal or instrumental.  Please 
contact Mrs. Dropinski if your student 

would like to participate.
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Falcon Faith Family Update
In second quarter, the Falcon Faith 
Families (FFF) did many activities.  
We celebrated Red Ribbon Week 
with fun dress up days!  We lead 
the Living Rosary.  We had our 

Thanksgiving celebration, which 
included games and eating lunch 
with our FFF.  We attended Mass 

multiple times. 
During Advent, we had two advent meetings with 

our FFF. One of the things we talked about was 
how we are like mirrors who reflect Jesus’s light 

which is His love. We sat with our FFF for the Ugly 
Sweater contest and enjoyed everyone’s festive 
spirit.  At the end of the second quarter, we had 
our FFF Christmas Mass and got to celebrate the 

holiday at our Christmas dance.  Santa even 
joined us at the dance!  We also brought 

Christmas cheer to the residents at the Nodaway 
Nursing Home when we went caroling!

The Student Ambassadors and Assistants got 
together for a White Elephant Christmas Party.  

The Student Ambassadors 
dressed up and handed out 

candy at Trunk or Treat!

Student Ambassadors and Assistants Update
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What is your favorite thing about your Student Ambassador?

She’s fun to go to Mass.
-  Janina, Preschool

She is nice. 
- Ainslee, Kindergarten

She’s nice.
- Hayden, Kindergarten

She is kind.
 - Torri, First Grade

He’s nice.
- Reece, Preschool

She is a good Student 
Ambassador.

- Rylee, First Grade

She knows how to do it.
- Chloe, Second Grade

He is kind.
- Vilhelmina, Second 

Grade

The preschoolers are 
scared of him.

- Emily, Third Grade

He lets me break the 
rules.

-  Will, Third Grade

He is funny.
- Olive, Fourth Grade

She is good with the 
little kids.

- Charles, Fourth Grade
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What is your favorite thing about your Student Ambassador?

He is cool.
- Vivian, Fifth Grade

He is nice.
- Lila, Fifth Grade

He says good prayers.
- Connor, Sixth Grade

He is funny.
- Ben, Sixth Grade

He cares about all the kids.
- Brooklyn, Seventh Grade

She thinks of everyone.
- Sabryn, Seventh 

Grade

She is nice and good with 
the kids.

- Brinley, Eighth Grade

He keeps the kids 
interested.

- Keagan, Eighth Grade
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